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ST. BENJAMIN'S LUTHERAN CHURCH 1890
Krider's Church Road Public
Westminster

St. Benjamin's Lutheran Church was organized in 1761 and
joined with the Reformed congregation to build a Union
Church in 1763 (see Krider's United Church of Christ, CARR -
146). This first log church was demolished in 1809 when a
two-story brick structure was built in the style typical of
the Union churches found in northern Carroll County. In
1890, the Lutheran congregation decided to build its own
church and the 1809 church, which was located near the site
of the Polk burial plot, was torn down. A Queen Anne style
church was designed by J. A. Dempwolf, an architect from
York, Pennsylvania. The new building was constructed in a
cross-shaped plan with a steeply pitched roof and central
bell tower. In 1950, the original church was enlarged by a
27 foot addition to the front of the church under the super-
vision of Alfred Hamme, an architect from York, Pennsylvania.
A modern wing was added to the south side of the church in

1969.



St. Benjamin's, casually refered
to as Kriders after an early land donor,

is an attractive, simple Queen Anne -
style with shingled and gabled character-
istics. The congregation was established
in 1761, making it the second oldest
Lutheran Church in Carroll County.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

1763 - The first church, a story and a half, log structure, served as a school=-
house as well. Tha land it stood on is now Krider's Joint Cemetary
grounds, and was owned at one time by John Krauter. A neaorial marker now stands
where the structure once did. A sexton house, built of logs, alSo was .grected
soon after the first church and stood until 1909 when the present sexton house
was built. ‘

The location of the church in the first record books 1s at Pfeiff Krick
which today is remote from this area. Meadow Branch or Cranberry Creek could
have carried the name of Pipe Creek at the time.

1809 -~ built by Andrew Reese, borm in 1759, who had done other church building
in the area. This two-story brick structure was 3 x 3 bays, with a gable roof
and front and side entrances. Rounded arch window frames had voussoir brick
trinm. Windows had blind shutters, The horizontal cornice, extended around at
least the sides and front (picture does not show the back) of the building.

1891 - The church has a very simple Queen Anne Style. The dimensions of the
main auditorium was originally 40 x 80 feet, with a Sunday Schopl room
increasing the length to 70 feet. The total cost, including land was $5400,
Today the 1891 church remains standing and in use, but with additions,
mostly interior removations. It faces fairly S/E and sits upon a small hill
off XKridex's Caurch Road.,

EXTERIOR ~ The latin-cross plan, with a further extended south/west side (because
of an early to middle 1900's addition) has gable and jerkinhead roofs with
shingle cover. The S/E entrance facade has a set of three single-sash windows
encased in rectangular frames on either side of the recent double doors, this
with a gable roof, one-bay porch. Above this porch are three trefoil, top
windows. The central one is larger. The foundation of this building is semi-
rock faced; strictly coursed stone. Above this and below the first story win-
dows, the wall structure is American Bond brick, painted white. Above this,
the wall surface has imbricated shingles and an extended horizontal cornice
with plain supportive brackets. Under the gable point, is a triangle shaped
open-vent. The motif is simple Queen Anne; shingled, gabled, with a bit of
Dutch ard French Chateaux irfluence.

The N/E side has a gable roofed short arm,of the cross plan, very simi-
lar to the front gable described above, with a semi-circular three-part, stained
glass window on the upper story. The entire side has two sets of five stained . -
glass windows, each on the long wall, two sets of three stained glass windows on
the gable facade, both on the first level. A more recent concrete block section
is connected to the far back of the building, which blends in shape and color
to the older section. : )

The N/W back wall is shingled (imbricated pattern also), but void of win-
dows and connected to a number of mcx® recent structures of brick ard cement block.

Tha S/W side 43 connected to the 1970 urick building which also stands
on the S/W side. This extended short arm has gable and jsrkinhead roofs, anda
sat of five stained glass windows similar to others around the building. The - :
shingle and brick motif is constant on the exterior of the 1891 building,

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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4.2 SIGNIFICANCE
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‘ P
.osfor early Reformed history refer to CARR. =174 §{ \\bL
.+.for early Lutheran history refer to CARR. =173 & ~166

St. Benjamine's is the second oldest Lutheran Church in Carroll County.
Its history dates back to the earlydays of Lutheran congregations, organized
along the well known trail travelled by German immigrants as they came froa a
Philadelphia port, through Pemnsylvania, to southern points, as far as Virginia.
They crossed the Susquehanna at Wright's Ferry (Wrightsville), and nmoved westward
to Yorktown (York), Conewago (Hanover), Monacacy, and Frederick. Three churches
were established south of this trail in Maryland --Manchester (1760), Pfeiff
Krick (Pipe Creek, 1761) ami Silver Run (1762). St. Benjamines was originally
“nown as "The Church at Pfeiff Krick". The origin of the ’Krider’s" is not

:rtainsperhaps because a man by the name of Greider donated the ground for ths:

church, perhaps because two extra acres were bought from a John Krauter, land
in and around the church and previously called Braun's (Brown’s) Delight.
Greider -~ Krauter -- Krider?? :

The only reference to the presumed date of organization is found in
Rev. P. H. Miller's “History of Grace Lutheran Church, Westainster”, which states
that Krider's was organized August 12, 1761. . He had access to records that
have breen lost. _ ~forner information taken from St. Benjamine's 190th

- ' Anniversary Service" program

The first church was erected on "Braun’s Delight in Pfeiff Krick, in the
Frederick County. This was part of 350 acre plat of land which stood near
Westminster, granted to George Brown in 1743. The one and a half story log
structure was owned jointly by the Raformed and Lutheran congregations, who
both, in need of a church, {nited, built one and worshipped in that manner. The
structure was used until 1809, when a second church, a two story brick structure
was built. The-logs from the first church were sold after destruction, and pos~
siply used in the erection of 114 E. Main Street in Westminster. In 1889, the
second church was damaged beyond repair in a lightening storm. In 1850, the two
congregations who had worshipped together for over twenty-five years, mutually
decided to dissolve that relationship and build their own church. Damage to the
old church as well as substantial growth in the two congregations, especially the
Lutherans who outnumbered the Reformeds, concludad this decision. The Lutheran
congregation purchased two and a half acres of land from Mr. Milton Schaeffer,
for $500, a short distance east of the 1809 church, During construction, wor-

up was held in Morelock®s School House, y+hile useable materials from the old
church were divided between the two congregations. The cornerstone was laid,
Juns 25, 1890. The Queen Anne style building had a main aunditorium of 40x80 ft.
CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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Sr. Benjamine's (Krider's) Chauweh

8 SIGNIFICANCE

with a Sunday School rooa increasing ths length to 7Cft. The total cost, inclu-
ding ground was $5,400. The 1809 keystone that read “Bsnjamine®s Kirche" in Gew-
man was included in construction of the new church. i

In 1924, walls ware reinfowced, aisles carpeted, pews painted and floors re
finished. The basement was enlarged, a new roof put on and contemporary cement
work Gone outside, all foxr $6,000.

1937 - parish house added

1951 - the preseat building was renovated and enlarged which addsd 27 feet
to the front of the church, increasing the nave and basement camcity. Hardwood
floors, new pews, light fixtures and carpet were addad. Ths chancel was up-
dated. A 12 x 14 foot sacristy was added to the right of the chancel. A new
roof and ceiling were installed, The entire floor of the basement was lowersd
in order to provide for an eight and a half foot ceiling. .

On Oct 15, 1961, St. Benjamine's marked its 200th Anniversary, and its 215th

during the nation's Bicentennial. In cooperation with Benjamine‘s United Church
of Christ, St. Benjaaine's Iutheran dedicated a monument near the center of the
cemetary, marking the site of the origimal log church in 1976.

A_Christian Education Building was built and dedicated on January 11, 1970.
The formsr education facilities in the bassmeat were remodeled.

St. Benjamine was originally a part of a thirteea church circuit, served by
ministers from Hanover, Pa. The new Westainster charge was instituted in 1842,
which included Emmanual (Baust), St. Benjamine's, Silver Run and Winter®s, 1In
1869, a chargs was formed with Krider's, St. John's (Leister's) and Gracs, West-
ninster, in the Westminster Charge, Winter®'s and Baust's joinedﬂt. Union to
form a new charge. In 1886, the division of the Waestnminstsr chaxge took place
with Grace Church now as the Wesiminsier charge and ths two congrezations, St.
Benjamine's and St. John's, to constitute the new Salsa Farish., The latter is
dne of tha oldest parishes in the Maryland Synod, Lutheran Churches of America
(LcA), and has been going strong for over ninety years, )

Adjoining the church is one of the oldest burying grounds in Carroll County.
It was laid out in 1763, the ysar in which the first burrials were made, The -
earliest inscriptions are in German, and up until the late 1790's are illegible
Both Reformed and Lutherna shared this in the early.days. '

The first church record (in German) lists namzspf thoss who commned during
the years 1781 - 1863, with a few exceptions in betwéen. Comaunion service appear
to have bean held once a year and beginning with 1784, twice a year. English
first appearad in 1826 when 17 youths ware confirmed in German and 2 in English.
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St. Benjamine's (Krider's) Church

7 DESCRIPTION (con)

Atop and nid-hack of the main gable roof sits a wood shingled, square belfry,
with blunted corners, The pointed, wood shingled roof also has blunted corners.
Above this is a botonde type cross and a fancy support for it.

INTERIOR ~ ..,.was completely renovated in 1951, including new windows, floors,
wall cover and furniture.

trance into the nave is through the S/E rectangular narthex, with textured
plaster ceilings and walls, with four inch baseboards. There is a two run
stairway up to a mursery area - with recent, one-large pane windows,
overlooking the nave and a two run stairway, down to a large activity room in
the basement. A double, recent doorway and a northern (on the right) single
doorway, enters into the pave. The doors have recent Latin cross windows,

The two-row nave is fifteen pews deep, with middle and side aisles: the
nave basically rectangular, with the chancal and altar area in the center of
the H/W end, and transept section. Floor boards are very narrow (1951).
Ceiling and walls are of textured and painted plaster (1951). The ceiling is
and has always been a flat pyramid shape, which is brokea at the transcept.
All windows are 1951, also are stained glass with upper portions in a trefoil
shape, with the glass pattern consistent throughout. Each is enhanced beaun-
tifully, encased within architrave, matural wood window frames; in groups of
threes and fives, along the sides of th2 nave and th2 altar wall. The chancel
furniture and altar, as well as protective railing, are matural wood and were
installed in 1951, The altar area is framed by a tudor-arch, shaped wall
divider. Beyond th2 chancel area is the sacristy.

To the left, facing the altar (south) is the later section, that was not
renovated in 1951, thus its characteristics are earlier than the renovated
church. Beyond this section, the church is connected to the 1970 addition.

No visible interior details are left froa the original 1891 building save
for perhaps the window frames in the nursery area above the marthex,
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P ST. BENJAMIN 'S 3 LUTHERAN CHURCH 358

The records for the period 1782-181S are meager. A finaneial
) statement bearing the date 1782 was signed by “Freid Gerresheim, |
Pastor”. The name “Gerresheim” appears nowhere in the Minutes
of the Ministerium. It must therefore be eoneluded that either Gerr- !
esheim was not ordained, or belonged to another denomination. He |
was probably a supply pastor. i

Obe Second Church |

I N 1783 Rev. Daniel Shroeder sueeeeded Rev. Wildbahn as pastor of !

’ I the “country ehurehes” in the vieinity of Hanover. A year later i
he reported to the Ministerium eight eongregations. It is more

than likely that Benjamin’s was one of the eight. Rev. Shroeder liv-

ed in Hanover and ministered to a group of eongregations until 1802.
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THE SECOND CHURCH (UNION) BUILT IN 1809 i
— During this 36-year period Reverends Frederick and John (father

and son) Melsheimer served St. Matthew's 1790-1514-1826. One or
both of these pastors may have had connections with Benjamin’s,
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CARR~172 ST. BENJAMIN'S LUTHERAN
=~ CHURCH
Carroll County, Maryland
Joe Getty
August 1983
Md. Historical Trust, Annapolis, Md.

East elevation (camera facing
northwest)
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Carroll County, Maryland CHURCH
Joe Getty

August 1983

Md. Historical Trust, Annapolis., Md.
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